Proposed ADA Regulations
Q. Has the Department of Justice Adopted New ADA Standards?
The long awaited plans of the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) to adopt new Accessibility Guidelines, based on revised guidelines issued by the U.S. Access Board, is now on hold. 
The Access Board and the Code Council have worked together extensively to coordinate the International Building Code and ICC/ANSI A117.1 Accessibility Standard with the new guidelines. Final adoption of this new standard by DOJ will make it considerably easier for architects, contractors, and building owners to comply with federal accessibility laws and building code requirements. http://www.access-board.gov/news/doj-nprm.htm 
A. On January 21, 2009, the Department of Justice notified the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) that the Department has withdrawn its draft final rules to amend the Department’s regulations implementing title II and title III from the OMB review process. This action was taken in response to a memorandum from the President’s Chief of Staff directing the Executive Branch agencies to defer publication of any new regulations until the rules are reviewed and approved by officials appointed by President Obama. No final action will be taken by the Department with respect to these rules until the incoming officials have had the opportunity to review the rulemaking record. Incoming officials will have the full range of rule-making options available to them under the Administrative Procedure Act.
Withdrawal of the draft final rules does not affect existing ADA regulations. Title II and title III entities must continue to follow the Department's existing ADA regulations, including the ADA Standards for Accessible Design.

Compliance Alliance is a nationally known firm that specializes in accessibility compliance planning through access audits, access master plans, architectural plan review, accessible design review protocols, training and resource development. We also serve as expert witnesses for plaintiffs and defendants. Clients include commercial property owners, educational institutions, government agencies, architects, and attorneys.

Please call, 804-389-2479 if you have any questions or would like to discuss a particular matter or project that you’re involved in.
